






me know where I could reach him. He 
wouldn't invite me to join him when he 
had to entertain clients, and he never 
wanted to visit my parents. Rotten things 
like that. 

"But he also taught me some really 
practical things, like how to handle my 
money better and how to enjoy it more. 
He opened up my life for me in a lot of 
ways. I do more things_ now than I did 
before I met Ted, and I know more about 
what I want. One of the things I want is 
another intimate relationship, with some
one who's not like Ted in some ways, but 
is like him in others .... Isn't that the 
acid test of how you feel about some
thing, whether or not you want to do it 
again? I think it is." 

I do, too. Right now my lover and I 
are exploring the territory, trying to find 
out if we can stake out enough common 
ground to stand on together comfortably. 
But there was a time when we split be
cause that possibility looked bleak. I re
member quite clearly the feeling I had 
then, that given the opportunity and 
knowing what I knew, I'd choose the ex
perience again. I remember the certainty 
I possessed-poking itself up through 
the pain, both validating and alleviatin�
it-that the relationship had been a posi
tive episode in my life, and that I had 
come out of it with more than I had going 
in. I could enumerate on my fingers and 
toes all the things I had learned to do, 
practical things like cooking and plant
ing tomatoes and driving a shift car, as 
well as subtler things like what kind of 
life I wanted to live, what kind of a man 
I wanted to share it with, and how good 
I could be at taking care of myself and 
not settling for what I didn't want. 

I'd also had, by the way, a terrific time 
much of the time, and enjoyed some of 
the most glorious feelings of my life. This 
was true of the other women I spoke to, 
which is why, I suppose, we bother with 
love at all. "Nobody has ever been able 
to make me feel as bad as Richard makes 
me feel," said Kathy, "but then again 
nobody has ever made me feel as good." 
Annette had this to say: 'Tm at my best 
with Frank-my most loving, my fun
niest, my wisest, most alert and alive. 
Anyone who affects me like that, I can 
forgive anything." 

None of us, if we are healthy, goes 
out looking for difficulty. I know I didn't. 
Yet I also know that a lot of us are bored 
by things that come easily to us, includ
ing men. The nice, steady man my moth
er urged me to marry when I had the 
chance, the one she promised would 
treat me like a queen-him I wasn't in
terested in. I had to fall for someone my 
mother calls "Good Time Charlie." It's 
evident that I don't want to be treated 
like a queen, that being a queen looks 
boring and static and lifeless to me. I 
want to grow and learn-both active 
verbs, like the verb to love-and, un
fortunately, neither of those things seem 
achievable without some discomfort. 

Relating to other people is the primary 
way we humans grow. Relating intimate
ly to one other person gives another di
mension to living. Nancy Purcell goes so 
far as to say that we only gain our mean
ing through relationships, and I agree. 
They keep us alive. The in and out and 
give and take of intimacy-that's the 
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basic principle of any life process. It's 
regenerative, life-giving and life-sustain
ing. As Dr. Bachant puts it, "To have in
timate contact with another world view 
is like being twice as alive." That goes 
for troubled and try\ng intimacy, too. 

I'm not saying that difficult relation
ships are better than their smoother-run
ning counterparts (I've never subscribed 
to the notion that suffering ennobles peo
ple). Certainly, they have their price, 
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often a high one. But they also have their 
rewards, and these, too, can be consid
erable. What I am saying is that each of 
us carries around our own internal scale 
when it comes to weighing such matters, 
and that in my own case I know, quite 
clearly, which way the scale is tipped. 

Editor's note: Bette-Jane Raphael is 
working on a book about women's rela
tionships with one another. 
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